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74's ID tires ſome Geniny Errors. in 'the+ 
Qui beft of: Governments," and" oftentimes: dangerous 10: 
Redrefs'them, it is'no wonder, that the'Projeors, of Re- 
Jaormation 'bave wy met'with Efteem, nor their deſigns: 
with Succeſs. w Models are uſually abe iſſues of idle. 
part at Brains which-:have\ ſellom: any otber. 
_ Ofſeft;"'thax' to flow the Envy. and \'Impertinente - the: 
Aathors. F-- this Writer: had been '«f. the fame 28, as\ 
ſuch Reformers. generally are, this: Treatiſe ſhould have: 
lrempermnitred<iouhe Sardar wanhor, 4 hr fbould :2ves: 
have bbbn Ri prinred\ ral{\chert be. asſacou! Edition of 6 
Provfiund's iiloaro:Bat where are fevergF ' 1entarkatle: 
adounrages,: abr er:titts this. Diſcourſe tov:d lenger tjes 
rhuntheje(iy £26. jorep $arips Ree flatly aj dat 
& For \prjt; 220ft wh Vanlgv as Vave) ron complaint 
of rhe hatch, have had orves ttef(guss ben that af Re for- 
qo ing huwe\levellid{ their firokds'at ber Riceng 
A. 2. au 


The Publiſher to the READER. 
aud ber Power. and have apply d no other Remedies to. . 
her Sores —than-thoſe-of Weakneſs and-Poverty, 

[he Gold, that ought only to have been Refin'd, was 
frequently Conſum'd ; andthe. File did too ſenſibly 
impair what it ſhould only have Poliſb'd. 

Srperſlitzon w asgſegom inveighd grain, but whep 
1/81 Gr Q't + hrhy : ASFA" af uſually \ 5 com 
demn d by the Riches of his $Iw#ne. 

But this Author is none of the Diſciples of Eraſtus ; he 
harh no. deſigii.on the Revenues, nor the tie exxof tbeCbuich ; h3 
he. retrenches. not ber Wealth, but I entphys, 
it-\ he pats no Himits to her -Power, -tute aſſigns Rules'for' 
the exerciſe. of it ; he divetts the-courſe. bf the of ter, m 
takes it not out of\ the C hannel..\ \. | | 

Io Secondly, Reformers generally are. Mer: of hour; 
whoſe Leal rakes firewt the Attar, and.is quickdy izprivid | 
imo fury, © Their. Paſſions. zre\often ſuch,  as'can onlybe. 
attor for by the Juſtice of thets Cauſe ;_ and\their in-\ 
vechives.againfts Errorsy. are. uſeally carried-as far above 
Erath as beyond Dectncy.:' 1cen/dwiſh:that Du:Monha'\ 
or Hitkeringl; had only grven us \ground for this vbſer-! 
vation; andhat-we had x6t had. mare. earlyiinſtance of it. 
at Zucichand at:Wuemburgh. Banin this gi fcourſe we 
fee: 2be goes temper of a. Judge zand nat the rapeaf sSaty- 
rift:"" is wweproofs 'are ſuch gsmo Stock warld be aſbain'd, 
of 5 "ſuch\\as* diſcover. bes $<& Rbſernamtents,\. #ot \bis: 
Paſſicns. HI. Thirdly, 
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The Publiſher to the READER, 


III. Thirdly, heretofore many Models have been de 
ſign'd, which have been good indeed, but Impraflicable 
which have been wiſhes rather than advices, and fitter 
to be diſcoursd of in the Schools, than at a Council- 
Board But this Gentlemans Obſervations are not ſo nice 
as uſeful ; and are Calculated for another Meridian than 
that of Utopia. He conſiders not only what ought to be 
done, but what the Age will admit ; and gives us not fo 
much the Piflure of a Church before Conſtantine, as the 
Scheme of one after Hildebrand. 

thus I have given a jhort account of the Excellence 
of this Treatiſe, it remains that I ſhould add ſomewhat 
concerning the ſucceſs of it. | 

And here I could wijh, that ſo good a Diſcourſe had 
been already out-dated, and that I were oblig'd to make 
an Apology for the unſeaſonableneſs of a ſecond Impreſſion. 
Some few things in it there are, that have already been 
remedied ; and for theſe, I hope the Reader will the ra- 
ther make allowances, becauſe I med that fawour ſo ſel- 
dom. However, though the Grievances do as yet con- 
tinues 'it is now to' be hop'd, that, at this extraordinary 
untture, there. may be ſome proſpet of redreſs. 

For if any change is to be admitted, men would cer- 
ainly be better employ d in Purging'the Church, than in 
Kpening the Doors ; in beautifying the Fabrick, than in 
nlarging the Portal. 
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LE E— 


— 


CONSIDERATIONS touching 
the better Pacification and Edification, 
of the Church of ENG LAND. 


HE Unity of Your Church (Excellent Soveraign) is a thing 
no leſs precious than the Union of your Kingdoms, being 
both Works wherein your Happineſs may contend with 

your Worthineſs. Having therefore preſumed not without Your 
Majeſties Gracious acceptation, to fay ſomewhat of the one, Iam 


- the more incouraged not to be filent in the other ; the rather, 


becauſe-it is an Argument that I have travelled heretofore : But 
Solomon commendeth a word ſpoken in ſeaſon ; and as our Saviour 
(ſpeaking of the diſcerning of ſeaſons) faith, When you ſee a cloud 
rifing in the Weſt, you ſay it will be a ſhowre. So Your Majeſty, ri- 
ſing to- this Monarchy in the Weſt parts of the World, doth pro- 
miſe a ſweet and fruitful hour of many bleſſings upon this Church 
and Common-wealth, a ſhowre of that influence, as the very firſt 
dews and drops thereof, have already laid the Storms and Winds 
throughout Chriſtendom, reducing the very face of Europe, to a 
more peaceable and amiable Countenance. | But to the purpoſe : 

It is very true that theſe Eccleſiaſtical matters, are things not 
properly appertaining to my Profeſſion, which I was not fo in- 
conſiderate, but to object to my ſelf : Bat finding that it is many 
times ſeen, that a man that ſtandeth off, and ſomewhat removed 
from a Plot of ground, doth better ſurvey it and diſcover it, than 
thoſe which are upon it, I thought it not impoſſible, but that T, 
as a looker on, might caſt mine cyes upon ſome things which the 
AQctors themſelves (eſpecially ſome being intereſſed, | led and 
addiRed, ſome declared and ingaged) did not, or: would not ſee : 

. B | And 


(2) 

And that knowing in my conſcience, whereto God beareth wit- 
neſs, that the things which I ſhall ſpeak, ſpring out of no vain 
of Popularity, Oftentation, deſire of Novelty, Partiality to either 
ſide, Difpoſition to intermeddle, or any the like Leven, I may 
«conceive hope, that what I want in depth.of, judgement, may be 
*tountervailed-in ſymplicity, and ſincerity. of affection. But of all 
«things, this did moſt enimate me, that-I found-in-theſe Opinions: 
of mirie\«(which I have long held apd embraced, as may appear by 
that which I have many years ſince written of them, according 
to the proportion nevertheleſs of my weakneſs) a conſent and con- 
« formity with-that which. Y our Majeſty; hath. Publiſhed, , of your 
--6wn moſt - Chriſtian, moſt Wiſe, :and;moderate ; ſence in theſe 
Cauſes ; - wherein you'-have well expreſſed. to. the; World that 
« there is infuſed. in\your- Sacred Breaſt, from God,., that high Prine 
-ciple-and-Poſition of Government, That you ever hold the whole 
more dear than any. part. i: nal? 3c 


ll Xu $4.4 


1 For who: ſeeth not, that many are affeced-and give Opinion 


«in theſe matters, as:if they had. not ſo mucha deſire ro.Purge:the 
»evil from the good, as to countenance.and- protect; the. evil by the 
good. Others ſpeak as if rheir ſcope were only.t0. ſet. forth, what 
-5:g00d; and not to feek ;forth-what-is poſſible, which is. to. with 
and not-to--propound: Others proceed, as.it they. had rather a 
' mind of removing; . than of xeforming. But howſoever either ſide 
25 tnen;- though excellent -men ſhall run jnto- extremities, yet 

- Your Myjeſty,as2 moſt Wiſe;: Equal, and Cheiſtian Moderator, 
. itsdiſpoſed to find out the. Golden Mediocrity, in the eſtabliſhment 
of that which is:ſound, and-jn- the:reparation of that which is 
corrupt: and decayed. To your Prigcely judgement then, I doin 
all humbleneſs ſubmix:whatfoever. 1 ſhall propound, offering the 
ſame but as a mite in; the;Treaſury, of your, Wiſdom. +For, as. the 

- Aſtronomers do well-obſerve, that when, three | of the Snperiqur 
Lights-do meet-in ConjunRtian, --it bringeth. forth ſome admira- 

. - bleeffects : So there cbeing;joyned in ) Your Majeſty the Light, of 
| -Nature;”:the Light of Learning; and above all, the Light of Gods 
: -Holy: Spirit, it.cannot: be but-your Government muſt he. as a hap- 
py Conſtellation over the States of your Kingdoms. my" is 
rncre 


(3) 
there wanting to Your Majeſty that fourth Light, which though 
if & þat # borrowed Ligtit,-yet 4s of: ſingular; efficacy and mg: 
ment attdet tothe: feſt; whictvis-the Light/df a anoſt, Wiſe, and, 
wetl' cortpbunided ' Council; 'to- whoſe Honourable i,apd | Grave 
Wiſdoms F do likewiſe ſfabmit whatſoever I ſhall ſay, hoping that 
Tihall not need to make proteftation of my mind and. opinion; 
at until Your Majeſty doth otherwiſe determine and dries all 
Qual and fall obedience is-to be given to Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdicti- 
on, as ft'now 'ſtands;pand when Your Majeſty: hath determined 
and ordered; that every good- SubjeRt ought to reſt fatisfied, and 
#þply his' obedicence- to Your' Majeſties. Laws, Ordinances; and 
Royal Commandments. © Nor of thediflike I have of all immodeſt 
birtetneſs; peremptory pteſumption, popular handling, and othigr 
courſes, tending rather -roRumour and: Impreffion in the vulgar 
fort, than” to-likelihood of effeR, - joyned - with - obſervation!-of 


—_— | = | 

4 But before I enter into the Points Controverted, -I think good 
to remove (i it-may be) two Opmions, which: do: diredtly: con- 
- - front and oppone to'Reformetion;” the one vringing it;/tda:Nul- 
lity, and-the other to ar Impoſhbility: |'/The Hrſt is, 'Tha# it»55 
; againſt good Policy to Innovate any thing in *Church Matters, . The 
, other, That all Reformation muſt be after one Platform. © 1} 
. ''*"For the firſt of-rheſg, - it -is "excellently faid' by the. Prophet, 
, State Juper Vias antiquas, '&-videte'\quavans fit via rela © weha, 
t & ambulate in ea,” So a$he doth not ay, $ratelſaper via antiqnas 
: ' & ambulare iu tis; ' For it 'is*true; that with all wiſe arid mode- 
þ "rate Perfons, cuſtom and uſage obraineth that! reverenct;:apit'is 
" "ſiMcient matter'to move themito make a ſtand; and: to 'difcover 
A "aidtake a view, but" it iFr warrant-to guide or.condudt thei ; 
@ 4juftproundT/fay it'ts of defteration, but not of direion.!!; But 
on on the other ſide, ' who knowethinot' that timie is truely' conapated 
= to a ſtream, that carrieth down freſh and pure waters, 'into'that 
«lt ſalt Sea of Corruption, which (invironeth all humane:AWMons 2 


of And therefore, if man fhaY}-not by his Induſtry, 'Vertye and Poli- 
ds cy, as it were with the Oar Row-againſt the ſtregm;"and inclina» 
p- tion. of time, alt Inſtitutions and Ordinances, 'be'they? never. 10 
is ng B-z ©. 22 doxonre; 


(4) | 
pure, will corrupt and degenerate. But'not to handle this mat- 
ter, common-place-like, I would only ask; why ;the Civil State 
ſhould be purged and reſtored, by good and wholſom Laws made 
every third or fourth year in Parliaments Aſſembled, deviſing 
Remedies as faſt as time breedeth miſchieſs; and contrariwile, 
the Ecclefiaftical State ſhould ſtill continue upon the dregs of time, 
and receiveino alteration ' now for theſe five and forty years and 
more'?-If any man ſhall object, that if the like intermiſhon had 
keen uſed. in Civil Cauſes alſo, the error had not been great. 
Surely, the Wiſdom of the Kingdom hath been otherwiſe in ex- 
perience, for three hundred years ſpace at the, leaſt. But if ir be 
faid to me, that there is a difference between Civil Cauſes and 
Eccleſiaſtical, they may as well tell me, that Churches and Chap. 
pels need no Reparations, though Caſtles and Houſes do ;. where. 
as commonly to ſpeak truth, dilapidations of the inward and ſpi- 
ritual Edifications of the Church of God, are in all times as great 
as the outward and material. Sure I am, that the very Word and 
Stile of Reformation uſed by our Saviour, ab  znitio non fuit ita, 
was applyed to Church matters, and thoſe of the higheſt Nature, 
concerning the Law Moral. 

Nevertheleſs, he were both unthankſul and unwiſe that would 
deny, but that the Church of England, during the time of Queen 
Elizabeth; of famous memory, did flouriſh. 1t I ſhould compare 
'1t with foreign Churches, 1 would. rather the compariſon- ſhould 
be in the Vertues, than as ſome make it in the defeds ; rather, I 
ſays "as between the Vine and the Olive, which ſhould be moſt 
fruitful, and not as between the Bryar and the Thiſtle, which 
ſhould be moſt unprofitable. For. that reverence ſhould be uſed 
to the Church, which the good- Sons', of Noah uſed to their Fa- 
thers Nakedneſs ; thatis, As it were to go backwards, and to 
help the deſeRts thereof, and yet to diſſemble them. And it is to 
be acknowledged, that ſcarcely any Church ſince the Primitive 
Church, yielded in like manner of years and Latitude of Country, 
a greater number of Excellent Preachers, Famous Writers, and 
Grave Governours ; but for the Diſcipline and Orders of the 
Church, as, many and the chiefeſt of them are very holy and 

. good 


44 
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r00d ; ſo yet if St. John were to indite an Epiſtle to. the, Church 
of England, as he did to them of 4a, it would-ſure; have, 

aule Habeo adverſus'te pants. And! no more-for this-poinks;; - 
ving that as an Appendix thereunto, 1t is not/araiſs'ta. 'teuch-thag. * 
objeion, which is made to the time and-not tothe. matter, pre-- 
tending that if Reformation were neceſlary;'' yet it weremot now - 
ſeaſonable at Your Majefties firſt entrance., Yet Hyents faith, 
Si quod moves a principio move. ' 'And the wiſdom of; allſexamples - 
doth ſhew, that the wiſeſt Princes, 'as they haveever been-the * 
moſt ſparing in removing, or alteration of ' Servatsand Ofheers . 
upon their coming in, ſo for 'removing of Abuſes and Enormities, 
and for Reforming of Laws and the Policy of their States, they 
have chiefly ſought to ejidble "8nd ' commend: their -heginaings - 
therewith, knowing that the firſt impreſſion'with People cantiou- 
eth long ; and when-mens'minds are-moſt- in'expeRion: and ful- 
pence, thenare they beſt wrought and managed. ' And therefore 
it ſeemeth to me, that as the ſpring of Nature,'I mean the ſpring . 
of the Year, is the beſt time for Purging and Medicining the Na- 
tural Body ; ſo-the ſpring of Kingdoms, -is the moſt proper ſealon.: 
for the Parging and Reaifying of Polirick:Bodies. © . _*1 

There remaineth yet an objeQtion'rather of. Suſpicion than. of 
Reaſon, and yet ſuch, -as | think, maketh a great impreſſion- in + 
the minds of very wiſe and well affeed Perſons ; which is, That -- 
if way be given to mutation, though it be in taking awayabuſes, yet;it- 
may ſo acquaint men with ſweetneſs of thange; as:it. willundermie the 
fability ever of that whith is: and good. This ſurely-had been a. - 
good and true Allegationin the ancient Contentions and Divitions 
between the People and' the Senate of Rowe, where things were 
carried at the Appetites of multitudes, which can pever, keep 
within the compaſs of | any moderation- But theſe things being 
with us to have an orderly paſſage undera King who hath.a: Royal 
Power, and Approved Judgment, and knoweth' as well the. mea- 
ſure of things, as the nature of them, is ſurely a needlefs. fear. 
For they.need not doubt, but Your Majeſty, with the adyice of 
your Counct, will diſcern what things are intermingled. like the 
- Tares amongſt the Wheat, which-lave their, Rogts ſoiowigpped 

a 


(s ) 

da# intanjted, that the one capagt be ulled up; without i 

ane and wheat arp main Is | ab 

which needs but a Fan, to fi & 
| 6b forthe firſt Paint of no R rnd nh a ec 
"1Forthe'@cond-point.| That there thguld be but gp © of 
burr we Churehes, and that gs þ ceſlity 0 

Cornmmandement and” prefcripe fe Be an Pe ; JETS. 1 
nontver Volumes! have been-eqmpiled A on gl Bo TH 
*ecelvea brief. redargittion, KY otic Þ; t.d Hh 
?eveMing the: Scriptores, I could: neyer nd. any 
that Godhad teft che. like Liberty, to the TE, 
te hath 'doneto the Civil Govergment,, tq b 
time' and/phce and: accidents, -whi LY 
"Divine? providence doth: order and difpaſe:; for all oi 
"tnents arerdftrained fromGed:yato he general;grounds 6 LE 
-and 'menners, bur:the palicies and. LA of ., are left” free. 
'So that Mowartbies.. and \Kingdoms, ,Senates . and Seignories, 
populariStates-aud Communalries, arg. all Lond, and Wes they 
3re 'planted ought to be maintained /1 Sos late, 

So likewiſe-1n'Church matters, BY ce, of Dor Rr 

, inimitable; -und-ſoare-the geaeral;Rules o Fo aan it; hut 
Rites #nd Ceremonies and. jor the, particu as terarchjes, 
*-#nd-diſeiplines of Churches, ;they be.le L. at large, And t Kr e 
"it" is good'we-rerurn-untoithe_ Ancient. bonds, of 2, Ws Wn 
Church of God,: which was rg pw one, Baptiſm $9l.go 
\ Hierarchy; "ONE Diſcipline;-and - that we c e. the, cagu 
"Chriftrans'as it is penned by. our; Saviour Chriſt which 5.10 Fug 
- iftance of /DoArine this; Ze that is not, with wok is. agatuſt I. "But 
dp he indifferent -and-but. of Ci He that is 


is 1with us. 10 thels- b a 
"Nl" be:oblerved, that 1Cbrift 9 Flock 5% g F: oy e 4 
"*Sacceſfion in Biſhops and Miniſters, which jare the 2627 2 of 'the 
New-Teftament; that there ke a: due, and Reyerent' by New the 
of the Keys ;' that. thoſe. that Preach the, Goſpel, tive Ah the Þ- ; 
" That all things tend to 'Edification '; that all things be 


nd tith decency;' and the ke; the reſt is jeſt to the h q 
an 


follow '$00d "Ex2 . 
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gs pl Mg & the NAdbuilies," wth Tiſeribur 
ld britts.©Cblrch, * as ft is excellenthy dltuded/by that 
w_ OY noted" that” bro Garkent'Was without Seam,” agd 
— Ee Ourene? Garment was of divers Colours, and thereu} 
(cttet! down: for 's'Ru aſe  Twoeſte t/dbictas f#6\ſefura \nonfis. :< 
which \vdrib hed ras it is #'fxfe deabife cadets wo- 
Ini les and prefidedts. 'Bur'rhen' the 'Rule: of 
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Circumſtances in\ the Government. of Biſhops. 


Iſt therefore for the Government of Biſhops, Lor-my part, - 
or pro jadicing the Preſidents of''other/Reformed Chutches, 
do * d 1 WtHlinted' by! the Word of -God, and -byiithe !Rradtice -- 


"of thi ancjent Church'in the berter timegnan& much moreocon- 


'venient Tor Ringdoms thai 'Parity of Miaiſters; and Govertunent 
by Sytiods. '" But*theh' further it! is to -be--oonfadered; :that: ghe - 


| Chibich ; ishot tlow'ts Plant or Build,' buronly robe: Reverb pm 
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Cortuptins # J Reflired;! arid reſtbred-in ſome: decays, 
"For It is werth' th&fodng;thar otra 
T.axinfiat tranflatio.' fvis _ 


et 


wake fo main aſter | 


'Chiirch; ue FevobIS-hiv ve = operation upon -the 
\ arid tierefort' it ine Cobirotttfi a gonFwern PM 


K CC. Bur 


43) 
But tliere be two Circumſtances in the Adminiſtration of . 
ſhops, wherein I confeſs I could never be fatisfied. The on 
ſole. exerciſe of their Authority : The other, The Deputation of their 
Authority. 
For the firſt, . the Biſhop giveth Orders alone, Excommunica- 
teth\alone, Judgeth alone. This ſeems to be. a_ thing almoſt 
without example.in Goverament, and therefore. not unlikely to 
have crept in the degenerate and corrupt times We ſee the 
greateſt Sing and Monarchs have their Councils. There is no 
Temporal Council. in E»g/and of the higher ſort, where the Au- 
- thority doth reſt-in 'one Perſon. The Kings-Bench, Common- 
«Pleas; and: the Exchequer, are Benches of a certain number of 
J . ' The-Chancellor of Exg/and hath an Aſſiſtance of twelve 
| Maſters of Chancery. The Maſter of the Wards hath a Cout- 
-cil of the Court ; So-hath the Chancellour of the Duchy. In 
the Exchequer Chamber, the Lord Treaſuror is joyned with 'the 
"Chancellour and the Barons ; The Maſters of the Requeſts are 
.ever more than one. The Juſtices of Aſſize are two. The Lord 
Prefidents in the Marches and in the North, have Councils of 
divers.. The Star-Chamber is an Aſſembly of the Xings Privy 
Council aſperſed with Lords Spiritual and Temporal. So as in 
all Courts the Principal Perſon hath ever either Colleagues 
or Afﬀeſſors. 
The like is to''be found in other well - Governed Kingdoms 
broad -where the Juriſdiction is yet more diſtributed, as in the 
Courts of Parliament of France, and in other places. No Man 
will deny, but the As that paſs the Biſhops juriſdiction, are of 
as'great importance as thoſe that paſs the Civi/ Courts; for Mens 
-/ Souls are: more precious than their Bodies or Goods, and fo are 
their good Names. / Biſhops bave their infirmigies, and have no 
exception from: that genetal MalediGjion which..is pronounced 
" againſt all Men living, #@ ſeli, nam f ceciderit, Tc... . Nay, we 
ſee that the firſt Warrant in Spiritual. Cauſes is directed to a 
mamber: Dei: Ecclefez, which is not ſo in'temporal matters ; And 
we ſee that'an generahcaules of, Church, Government, there. as well 
oF Aſſemblies of all the Glergy in' Councils, as of the Re fe 


(9) 
.hament, whenee ſhould this ſole exerciſe of Juriſdition-come ? 
.Surely, 1 doſuppaſe and think upon ground, that 4b initio nov 
(fuit 'ita ;-and that the-Deans and Chapters were 'Counſels about 
'the'Sees and Chairs of Biſhops at the 'firſt, and were unto 'them 
a /Presbytery, or Confiſtory, and intermeddled not -only in'the dif- 
poling of their Revenues and Endowments, but much more m 
JuriſdiQion 'Eccleſraſtical- But it is probable, that the Dean and 
Chapter ſtuck cloſe to the Biſhops in matters of profit and-the 
World, and would not-loſe their hold ; - but in matters -of Juriſ- 
dition,'( which they accounted but trouble and attendance) they 
ſuffered the Biſhops toEncroach and Uſurp, and ſo the one con- 
tinueth,and the other is'loſt. And we ſee that the Biſhop of Rome, 
(fas eft-& ab beſte doceri, and no queſtion in-that Church the firft 
inſtitutions Gere excellent) performeth all Ecelefraſtical-juriF 
diction-as in Confitory, 

And whereof conſiſteth this Con/fiſtory, tut of the Pariſh Prieſts 
of Rome, which terms:themſelves Cardinals, a cardinibus muntli, 
becauſe the - Biſhop: pretendeth to be Univerſal over the whole 
World. And hereof again we fee divers ſhadows yet remain- 
ig; As that the Dean and Chapter, Pro forma chooſethithe Biſhop, 
which is the higheſt point of jurifdition. And that the Biſhop, 
when he giveth orders, if there be any Miniſters caſually prefent, 
calleth them-to joinwith him in impoſition of hands, and ſome 
other particulars. And therefore it ſeems ro me a thing reaſonable 
and Religious, and according/to the firſt inſtitution, that'Biſh 
in the greateſt cauſes, and thoſe which-require a Spiritual dif- 
cerning, namely in Ordaining, Suſpending or depriving 'Mini- 
ſters in Excommunication being reſtored to the true and proper 
uſe as ſhall be afterwards touched, in Sentencing the Validity 
of Marriages, and Legitimations, in judging |Cauſes Criminous, 
as Symony, Ince, Blaſphemy and. the like, ſhould not proceed 
ſole and una{hſted, which point as Tunderftand, is a Reformation 
that may be Phnted-/fine ſtrepitu, without any perturbation at 
all, and is a matter which will give ſtrength +0 -the 'Biſhops, 
countenance to the inferiour degrees of Prelates or "Miniſters, » 
and the-better iſſae or proceeding in'thoſe cauſes that ſhall paſs. 

C And 
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And as I wiſh this ſtreogth given to the Biſhops by Council, 
ſo it is not unworthy your Majeſties Royal conſideration, 
whether you ſhall nor think fir to give ſtrength to the general 
Council of your Clergy, the Convecation Houſe, which was then 
reſtrained, when the ſtate of the C/ergy was thought a- ſuſpeRted 
part to the Kingdom in regard of their late homage to the Biſhop 
of Rome, which ſtate now will give place to none 1n their Loyalty 
and Deyotion but to your Majeſty. | 

For the ſecond point, which is the Deputation of their Au- 
thority, I ſee no perfe&t and ſureground for that neither, being 
ſomewhat different from the Examples and Rules of Government. 
The Biſhop Exerciſeth his Juriſdiction by his Chancellor and Com- - 
miſſary, Official, &c, We ſee in all Laws in the World, Offices 
of confidence and skill cannot be put over nor Exerciſed by 
Deputy, except it be eſpecially contained in the Original Grant, 
and in that caſe it is dutiful And for Experience, . there was 
never any Chancellour of Enz/and, made a Deputy. . There 
was never any Judge in any Court, made a Deputy. The Biſhop 
is a Judge, and of a high Nature, whence cometh it that he 
ſhould depute, conſidering that all truſt and confidence as was 
faid is perſonal and Inherent, and cannot or ought not to be 
Tranſpoſed > Surely in this again ab initio non fuit ita, but it 
is probable, that Biſhops when they gave themſelves too much 
to the Glory of the World, and became Grandees in Kingdoms, 
and great Councellours to Princes, then did they Dceleague their 
proper Juriſdiction as things of too Inferiour a Nature for their 
Greatneſs; and then after this ſimilitude and Imitation of Kings 
and Counts Palatine, they would have their Chancellours and 
Judges. 

But that example of Kings and Potentates giveth no good de- 
fence. For the Reaſons why Kings Adminiſter by their Judges, 
although themſelves are Supream Judges, are two. The one 
becauſe the Offices of Kings are for the moſt part of inheri- 
tance, and it is a Rule in all Laws; That Offices of Inheritance, 
are rather matters that ſound in Intereſt, than in Confidence, foral- 
much as they may fall upon Women,upon Infants,upon pp" 

and 
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and Ideots, Perſons uncapable to Execute Judicature in Perſons 
and therefore ſuch Offices by all Laws might ever be Exerciſed 
and Adminiſtered by Delegation. The ſecond Reaſon is, becauſe 
of the Amplitude of their Juriſdition,which is as great as either 
their Birth-right from their Anceſtors, or their Swerd-right from 
God; maketh it. And therefore if Moſes that was Governour over 
no great People, and thoſe Colle&ted together in a Camp, and 
and not ſcattered in Provinces and Cities, ' himſelf likewiſe of an 
Extraordinary Spirit, was nevertheleſs not able to ſuffice and 
hold out in Perſon to Judge the people, but did by the Advice 
of Fethro approved from God, Subſtitute Elders and Judges, 
how much more other Kings and Princes. 

' There is a third Reafon likewiſe, not much to the preſent pur- 
poſe, and that is, That Kings either. in reſpe& of the Common- 
wealth, or of the greatneſs of their own patrimonies, are uſually 
parties in ſuits, and then their Judges ſtand indifferent between 
them and the ſubjet. But in the caſe of Biſhops, none of theſe 
reaſons hold. For firſt, their Office is elective and for life, and 
not patrimonial or hereditary ; an Office meerly of confidence, 
ſcience and qualification. And for the ſecond reaſon, it is true 
that their Juriſdition 1s ample and ſpacious, and that their 
time is to be divided between the labours as well in the 
word and doctrine, as in government and juriſdiction, But yet 
I'do not ſee, ſuppoſing the Biſhops Courts to be uſed uncorruptly, 
and without any indire& courſe held to multiply cauſes for gain 


_ of fees, bur that the Biſhop might very well for cauſes of mo- 


ment, ſupply his judicial function in his own perſon. For we ſee 
before our eyes, that one Chancellour of England diſpatcheth the 
Suits in Equity 'of the whole Kingdom , which is not by reaſon 
of the Excellency of that rare Honourable Perſon which now 
holdeth that place, but it was ever fo, though more and leſs bur» 
denous to the Suitor, as the Chancellor was more or lefs able to 
give diſpatch. And if heed te taken to that which was faid be- 
fore, that the Biſhops labour.in the Word muſt take- up @ princi> 
pal part of his time, ſo I may fay again, that - matters of State 
have ever taken up moſt of the CO time, having been, -u 

2 te 
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the moſt part, Perſons,upon whom the Kings of this Realm have. 
molt relied for, matters, of. Counſel. And- therefore. there, is no. 
doubr, but.the Bilbop, whoſe Circuit,is ſelsample, and the. cauſes. 
in Nature not ſo multiplying, with the help of References. and. 


ertjficates, to and from fit Perſons, for the. better, ripening, of, 
Cu in their mean Proceedings, and ſuch ordinary, helps inci-, 
ent to Juriſdiction, may very, well-ſuſhice his Office. But. yex. 
there is another help, for. the cauſes that come belore him, axe. 
theſe, Tyrhes, Lexus and Adminiſtrations, and other Tila 
mentary Cauſes, Cauſes Matrimonial, Accuſations againſt, Mj- 
niſters, tending to their Suſpenſion, Deprivation or Degrading, 
Syrfiony, Incontinency, Hereſie, Blaſphemy, breach of Sabboth, 
and other like Caulcs of Scandal. The, firſt two of theſe, in 
mine opinion, differ fromthe reſt, that is, Tithes and Teſtaments, 
for thoſe be matters of profit, and in their. nature Tempoxal, 
favour andconnivence of the Temporal Juriſdiction, 
they have been allowed and permitted tg the Courts Eeclefraſtical ; 
the one, to the end the C lergy might ſue for that that was their, 
ſaſtentation, before their own Judges, and the other ina kind of, 
Piety and Religion, which, was thought ingident. ro, the, perfor- 
mance of dead Mens Wills And ſurely, for, theſe two,, the, 
Biſhops, in mine opinion, may with leſs danger diſcharge himſelf, 
upon his ordinary Judges z and I think, likewiſe, it will fall out, 
that thoſe ſuits arc in the greateſtnumber. But for thereſt, which 
require a Spiritual Science and Diſcretion in reſpect of their Nas 
ture, or of the Scandal, it were reaſon, in my opinion, there were. 
no Audience given, but by the Biſhop himſelf, he being "4 aſ- 
ſiſted, as was touched before, but it were neceſſary alſo he were , 
attended by his Chancellor, or ſome others. his Officers, being. 
Learned in the Civil Law, for his better Inſtruction in Pong 
farmality, or the courſes of the Court, which if it were, done, 
then were there leſs uſe of the Officzals Court ; whereof , there. is , 
now ſo much complaint. And Cauſes of . the Nature, aforeſaid . 
being only drawn to the Audience of the Biſhop, it would repreſs. 
frivolous and poling Suits, and give a grave and' incorrupt, pros. 


ceeding to ſuch Cauſes as ſhall be fit for the Court. 
; There 
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There is. a-third ,point alſo, notof:Jurifdietion, but of formof: 
Proceeding, which may difcern-Reformation ;- therather becauſe 
it is contraty 'to: the Laws-and- Cuſtoms of this Land and State, 
which though they do not rule thoſe proceedings, yot may they 
be adviſed with: for better direQion, and that is, the Oath ex Of 
cio, whereby men-are-inforced/to accuſe themſelves; and that is. 
more, are. ſworn unto Blanks, and' not. unto. Accuſations and 
Charges declared: By.the Laws of | B»g/and, no man is bound to 
accuſe himfelf, In the higheſt caſes. of- Treaſon, torture- is- uſed 
for: diſcovery, and not for.evidence. In Capital matters, no Des 
linquents anſwer-upon -Oath isrequired,”* no- not-permitted, In 
Criminal matters, not Capital, handled in the Star Chamber; and 
in Cauſes. of, Qonſcience thandled- in+ the Chancery, for-the: moſt 
part grounded: upon - truſt and ſecrete, tle -Oatlvof . the party is 
required,” But: how ? . Where there is -an- Accuſation and ar Ac- 
culer, whick we-call Bills of Complaine, (from which'the-Coms 
plainant cannot vary, and out-of- the compaſs-of the whielt, the 
Defendant. may .not be-examined} exhibited unto the-Court; and- 


by Proceſs notified unto the Defendant. * But to-examine a-man 


upon. Oath, out of the-inſihuation-of Fame, or out-of Accuſations: 
ſecret and undeclared, though it- have- ſome-countenance-frony 
the Czvil Law,. yet-is ſo oppoſite-ex diametro to the {ence'and: 
courſeiof the Common. Law, as it may well receive ſome limitation; 


Concerning the. Liturgy, the Ceremonies, and Subſcrip-- 
t0n, 


þ% the Liturgy, great reſpe& and heed would be taken, leſt 
! by jnveighing. againſt thedumb Miniſtry, due reverence be 
not. withdrawn from the:Liturgy, For though the giſt of Preach- 
ingbefar above that of Reading, yet the aRion-of 'the Liturey is + 
as high-and. holy as that-of. the Sermon... It is: faid, Domus? mea 
domus orationis vocabitur,, The Houle 'of-Prayer, not the -Houl6 of 
Preaching. 
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Preaching. And whereas the Apoſtle faith, Flow ſhall men call 
«pon him on whom they have not believed ? And how ſhall they believe 
unleſs they hear ? And how ſhall they hear without a Preacher ? It 
appeareth that as Preaching is the more original, ſo Prayer is the 
more final, as the difterence is between the feed and the fruit, for 
the keeping of Gods Law ; is the fruit of the teaching of the 
Law, and Prayer, or Invocation, or Divine Service, or Liturgy 
(for theſe be but variety of terms) is the mediate. hallowing of the 
Name of God, and the principal work of the firſt Table, and of 
the great Commandment of the Law of God. It is true that the 
Preaching of the Holy Word of God, is the ſowing of the ſeed, * 
it is the lifting up of the Brazen Serpent, the Miniſtry of Faith, 
and the ordinary means of Salvation,but yet it is good to take 
example, how that the beſt Actions of the Worſhip of God may 
be extolled exceſſively and ſuperſtitiouſſy. As the extolling of 
the Sacrament bred the Superſtition of the Maſs ; the enolliag 
of the Liturgy and Prayers, bred the ſuperſtition of the Monaſti- 
cal Orders and Oraizons. And ſo no doubt Preaching likewiſe 
may be magnified and extolled ſuperſtitiouſly, as if all the whole 
Body of Gods Worſhip ſhould be turned intoan Ear. So as none 
(as | ſuppoſe) of ſound judgment, will derogate from the Litur- 
gy, if the form thereof be in all parts agreeable to the Word of 
God, the example of the Primitive Church, and that holy decen- 
cy which St. Paul commendeth. And therefore firſt, that there 
be a ſet form of Prayer, and that it be not left, cirher to an ex- 
temporal form, or to an arbitrary form. Secondly, that it con» 
ſiſt-as well of Lauds, Hymas and Thankſgivings, as of Petitions, 
Prayers and Supplications. Thirdly, that the form thereof be 
quickned with ſome ſhortneſs, and Civerſities of Prayers and 
Hymns, and with ſome interchanges of the voice of the People, 
as well as of the voice of the Miniſter. Fourrhly, , that it ad- 
mit ſome diſtinions of times, and commemorations of Gods 
principal benefits, as well general as particular. Fifthly, that 
Prayers likewiſe be appropriated to ſeveral neceſſities and occa- | 
ſions of the Church. Sixthly, that there be a form likewiſe of - 


Words and Liturgy is the adminiſtration of | the Sacraments, and ! 
in 
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in the denouncing of the Cenſures of the Church, and other holy 
AQRigons and Solemnities. Theſe things | think will not be much 
controverted- 

But for the particular exceptions to the Liturgy in form, as it 
now ſtands; I think divers of them allowing they were juſt, yet 
ſeem they not to be weighty, otherwiſe than, that nothing oughr 
to be accounted light in matters of Religion and Piety, as the 
Heathen himſelf could fay, Etiam waltu ſzpe leditur pietas. That 
the word Prieſt ſhould not be continued, eſpecially with offence, 
the word Miniſter being already made familiar. This may be ſaid; 
that it is a good Rule in Tranſlation, never to: conſound that in 
one word in the Tranſlation, which is preciſely diſtinguiſhed in 
two words in the Original, for doubt of Equivocation and Tra-- 
ducing. And therefore ſeeing the word newpvripes and itgevs be al- 
ways diſtinguiſhed in the Original, and the one uſed for a Sacri- 
ficer, the other for a Miniſter, the word Prieſt being made com- 
mon to both, whatſoever the derivation be, yet in uſe it confound» 
eth the Miniſter with the Sacrificer., And for an example, of this 
kind, I did ever allow the diſcretion and tenderneſs of the Rhemiſb 
Tranſlation in this Point, that finding in the Original the Word 
&y4ox and never tus, do ever Tranſlate Charrzty, and never 
Love, becauſe of the Indifference and Equivocation of the word 
with Impure Love. 

Touching the AZſolution, It is not unworthy conſideration 
whether it may not be thought unproper and unneceſſary, for 
there are but two ſorts of Abſolution, both ſuppoſing an obliga- 
tion precedent 3 the one upon an Excommunicarion, which is 
Religious and Primitive; the other upon Confeſſion ard Pennance 
which is ſuperſtitious, or at leaſt poſitive, and both particular, 
neither general. : Therefore ſince the one is taken away, and the 
other hath his proper caſe, what doth a general Abſolution, 
wherein there is neitherPennance norExcommunication precedent. 
For the Church never looſeth, but where the Church hath bound 2 
And ſurely, I may think, this at the firſt was allowed ina kind 
of Spiritual diſcretion, becauſe the Church thought the people 
could not be ſuddenly weaned from their conceit of affoiling, to; 
which they had been fo long accuſtomed. For 
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'For Confirmation; to-my underſtanding; the Nate of+the-Queſti-" 
on is, whether it be not a matter miſtaken and altered by time, 
ard whether that be not now made a ſubſequent to Bapriſm, 
Which wes indeed an inducement to the Communion. For where- 
as inthe Premitzve Church, Children were examined -of - their 
Faith kefore they were admitted tothe Communion, time may 
ſeem to have turned it to refer as if it had :been to reccive a 
confirmation of their Baptiſm 

For Private Baptiſm, by Worzen or by Lay-perſons, the 
beft Divines do utterly condemn tt, and T hear it not-generally 
defended, and I have often marvelled, that when the Book in 
the Preface to publick Baptiſm, doth acknowledge that Baptiſm 
in the Practice of the Primitzve Church, was Anniverſary and 
but at ſet and certain times, which ſheweth that the Primitive 
Church, did not attribute ſo much to the Ceremony, as they 
would break an outward and (general order for it, the Book 
ſheuld afterwards allow of Privace Baptiſm, -as if-the /Ceremony 
were of that neceſſity as the very Infttution, which committed 
Baptiſm: only to the Miniſters, ſhould be broken in regard of 
the ſuppoſed necefſity. And therefore this point of all others, 
I think was but a conceſſum propter duritiam cordis. 

For the form of Celebrating Matrimony : The Ring ſeemeth to 
many, even of vulgar ſenſe and underſtanding, a Ceremony not 
grave, ſpecially to be made (as the words make it) -the effential 
part of the aQtion ; teſides, ſome other of the words are noted 
in ſpeech tobe notſodecent and fit. 

For Mufick in Churches, That there ſhould be ſinging of Pſalms 
and Spiritual Songs is not denied, ſo' the Queſtion 1s De modo 
wherein if a man will look attentively into-the order and obſer- 
vance of it, it is calie to diſcern betweerrthe wiſdom of -the inſti 
tution, and the exceſs of the late times. For firſt, there are no 
Songs or Verſes ſung by the Quire, which are not ſuppoſed, by: 
continual uſe, to be fo familiar with the people as they have 
them without book, whereby the ſound hurteth not «the -under- 
ſtanding; and thoſe which cannot read npon the book, are yet 
partakers of the ſence, and may follow it with their minds. 50 
apgun, 
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again, afrer the reading of the Word of God, it was — 
wn 

r.to 


ſome-paule,- for holy meditation, before 

ceeded to the reſt of the Service nod tan pauſe was 
be filled rather with»ſome, wag ſilence, 
which was tle reaſon of th gave ſod, x the ns after the 
Scriptures read. All which ap and wading yo to —_—_— 
Bux, then the curioſity of NiviGoriarid Report, and-other) figures 
| {alc have to affici\. itt. ehededinilidwojce! of .God, 
but Fre added ig the more pommpousntimes./1otn 917 0/4 192 Ty 

the Cap and Surplice;; linte: they be things ini- their nature 
inſt, and yet: by foe! held: Superſtitious, - and that. the 

eltion cllign is bexyeen Science and-Eantrience,: it ſeemethr to: fall 
bend the gompats: ofthe; Apoſtles: :Rulep which'is; That: the 
fixonger do deſcend and; yield:to the weaker-: , he diffe- 
Fence. ls, ' that. it will be materially 'faid;-thar' the rule holds be- 
tween private man, and private man,:but not-between the:conſci- 
ence. ofa priyate man, and the order ofia Church: / Bur yet, ſince 
queſtion! 24; this times of / a Tolcrarion,) nor by" Corinivance, 
| NAY; LNCOULEYE> nce,: but!by Law, which: may 
ky. a Liberty, . it is good-4gain-to' be adviſed, whether it-fall.not 
erent £quity' ot: the | former rule'; the rather,” becauſe-the 
Silencing-of Miniſters, by this'occaſion; "is- in 'this ſcarcity ''of 
good Preachers, A, —_—_ that lights upon! the people, -as 
well as.ypon the Marry; [Andi for the: Subſcription, it ſeerherth to 
be ig. the Nature of; + Conſedion; and | therefore 'more proper to 
bind inthe unity of- Faith, and to be urged rather for: Articles of 
Do@trine, than for Rites and Ceremonies, and of Pointsvf our 
ward Gavernment., For howſoever, Politick Conſiderations and 
Reaſons of State may, require: Uniformity, yet —— Di- 
vine grounds look chiefly upon! Unity. 5m viob no gnihes 
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boÞ ahinefsdftherfafiornandiMariferry is of alli briier' + ints 
of Religion the moſt fummaryy'i dp not ſay the greateſt 'ÞHitthe 
moſt effectual towards all the reft; But herein to my anderftand- 
wg, while:mep goon in Ztab'tol haften this' Work; they ure na) 
awars of ng -great;or gneater.meonvenience than that wy fig 
Leek: td temovieil Fapiwhileithey'inveigly agtinſt « duin# M5}- 
fiery, 3hry, halt tooxafenand promifcyous an' #Hbwahte' BY for 
as they \gcobuntPreadherk, having nor reipeRt | ernovgh-to” their 
Learmngs in other Arts, which are: Hand-rmaidsto Divinity ; not 
reſpeQ enough tothe gift it ſelf, which manytmes inet 
For (od: 4ybid] xhat.every dnan that canſtake wats Hirt Hts 
nel taiſptak, anhbbur!togethery 40a Chirchy upora/ Toy IH 
be admitted :for a Preacher, though” ke” mgan get's at's 
khow- there, is & great. latitude im Gifts! ar) Tear veritty'i 
Auditories and "Congregations, bat yet fo, '#8'there is #Aniz2 
fimpw, below: which youy;dught not 'teldeſbend. For 
rather jeave-the Ark i» as ibfHull -jileeſe God,"'! i3Aſp 
unwarthy hands to:hold'it wp; and when-wve are iti Gods Perf 
we are Warned rather to put our hands\wpoty dur mottth, th 
to. offer- the Sacrifice: of Foots)' ' And "fuvely,” "it may be: jaſtty 
thatamongt many cauſes of - 4zheiſm, which are tmife- 
rably, met io out Agg; as: Sohilas /and Controverſies, 'Prophance 
Scoffing in Holy matters amd bthers y 'it is not the "1ealt that 
divers do adventure to handle the Word of God, which are unfit 
and unworthy. And herein I would have no man miſtake me, 
as if I did extol curious and aftefted Preaching, which is as much 
on the other ſide to be diſliked, and breeds Atheiſm and ſcandal 
46@cl'as the other (for who wovld not be offended at one that 
comes into the Pulpit, as if he came upon the Stage, to play 
Parts 


(*29)) 
Parts” of PrivesJhelcher an the ocher (6) ax if Trout Hiſcorifhge 


ary Rechey 6 Gift. -- J-3J7 'ni_ 120 + av93 
. But'apon'this poim; ground three 'conſderations, whether 
it were not requiſite- to: renew” that” good/Exerciſe which was 
praiſed it rhis'Church ſole” years; and aſterwards put» down, 
by order irideed from the'Church,. in vegard-of forme abuſs.chere- 
of; meonvenignr for thoſe times; 'and yer againft the udvicednd 
apiniori of one of the greateſt and praveſt Prelaves 'of 'this Land, 
and was commonly” eatled Prophefymg'; which was this, That 
the:Miniſters within Frecind, did/meet upon' a -Weock-day, int 
fome Principal Town, \ where'- there wwas-fome- Ancient Grave 
Miniſter,” «hat was Preſidett, and aw A ry. ad minted'of Gen- 
tlemeri, or other Herſortoftkiſiure;; therievery Miriifter fuccefſwe: 
ly; beginning with the youngett,” did handle ofis "and the ſame 
picce of Scripture, ſpending illy ſome quarter of ar hour or 
better, and in the whole, ſome'twohours : And/16 the' Exerciſe 
being begun and concluded wirk Priyer;- and: this Prefidenc gi 
| Text for the 'next-meeting;' the 'Aſſhmbly*- was Difletved. 
And: this was, as I take it, 'a fortnights Exetoif;” which ! in''my 
opinion was the beſt way to frame and trait up: Preachers to 
handle the Word of God as it ought tobehandled,)tharharh beth 
praiſed, For we ſee Orators have their Declamations, Law» 
yers have their Mootes, Logicians their Sophems,” and every 
PraQiſe of Science hath an exerciſe 'of Erudition andilmintion, 
befote-men come to the Life; '6nfy Preaching, which is thewor 
chit, (arid wherein # nyoſt _—_— do amifs; wanterh' ann» 
rrodyRion.and is ventured and faſhedupon at the fiſt jy buraunts 
this Exereife'of the Prophefie, I would wih theſe two additions; 
the one,” that #frer this Exerciſe, which is in ſome Tort publick, 
chere were immediately 2 private meering of «hv ſagMiniſters, 
where they might-brotherly adinonilh' $e* one- he other; "(and 


eſpecially; theeder'fort lefoung urn Mou, dur na 
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(20) 
-;Fhe-other addition that'I mean, is; \That the fame Exerciſs: 
were uſed in the 72th for young: Divines, '- before they. 
prefect to Preach; as well as in the Country for Miniſters, for 
they have in ſome (Colleges an exerciſe. called a Common-place, 
which can in no. Santi ſo RN probendls being but the ſpeech of 
be feared that it may be occaſion 
whet- | re "+17 oelunder in it is eakly remedied by 
ſome-ſtrict Prohibition;'- that 'matters of Controverſie,. tending 
any way to the violating or difquieting of the peace of the Church, 
be not handled or-entred-wto:; which Prohibition, in regard 
there is ever __e 10 hg Perſon Preſident or Moderator, can- 
not be ſuffered Tecond, conſideration is, Whether it were 
not convenient. ther Fay owefTe be-a-more! exat Probation, and Exa- 


mination of Miniſters. Namely, that the Biſhops do not ordain 
alone but-by advice, and then that the ancient Holy Orders of 
the Church might be revived; by the which the Biſhop did ordain 
Miniſters but as four ſet -vimes io; the year, which were called 
Luatuor tempera, Which, are':nowicalled Ember-weeks'; | it being 


thought fit to accompany ſo bigh an-aRion wirh gerferal Faſting, 


and Prayer;" and Sermons,. and 2ll Holy Exerciſes And. the 
Names likewiſe of thoſethat were ordained, - were publiſhed ſome 
days before their Ordination, to the end exceptions might be ta- 
ken-if juſt cauſe were. 

1 The third confideration-is, That if the caſe of the Church of 
England that where a compuration is taken of all the Pero- 
clian Pariſhes, as allowing the Union of ſuch as were too ſmall, 
and adjacent, ; and again a computation to be taken of the Perſons 
who are worthy to be Paſtors. And if upon the faid account-it 
fall out, that there are many more Churches than Paſtors, then 
of -neceity, :regourſe muſt, be - had to one, of theſe, remedies, 

Either that ' Phralites, coul be-allowed, ſpecially if you; can by 

| -the(Benefices: more compatible, as there be 
allowed Preackets to haye,a more general charge to ſupply and 
pamngoninng id dia unfurniſhed. For that ſome Churches 
ſhould | be provided of | Paſtors able, to teach, rhe other. whol- 
ly deſtitute, ſeemeth to 8.40 be ;againſt, the Communion 
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(21, ) | 
of Saints, :and Chriſtians, and 'againſt the praQtice of ,the;Pr# 
+ mitrve Church. : $4 cl ny 


Touching the abuſe of Excommunication. 


 Xcommunication is the greateſt judgment upon the Earth, Le: 
ing that which is ratified in Heaven, and being a precurſory 

or prelaſory judgment of Chriſt in the end of the world ; and 
therefore for this to be uſed unreverently, and to be made an or- 
dinary proceſs to lacquey up and down for Fees, how cat it be 


without derogation ro Gods honour, and making the power of. 
| |  defency thereof 
which hath no great force, That ir iſſues forth rot for the thing' it 
ſelf, but for the contumacy. I do not deny bur this judgment 6, . 
as I faid before, of the nature of Gods judgment, of the which it 
is@ model ; for as the judgment of God taketh hold upon-the teaft 
ſin of the Impenitent, ſo Excommunication. may 4n caſe iſſue 
upon the ſmalleſt offence, and in caſe not iſſue upon the greateſt, 
but is this Contumacy,. ſuch a Contumacy as Excommunicat ivy 1s 
now uſed for ? For the Contumacy muſt be C2, 9/8 party, as 
far as the eye and wiſdom of the Church can diſcern, ſtandeth in 
ſtate of Reprobation and Damnation, as one that for that.time- 
ſeemeth given over. to nal lmpenitence. Upon this. obſervatios 
I ground two conſiderations, .the one, that this Cenſure be re-- 
ſtored to the true dignity and uſe thereof, which is, | that it. pro»- 
ceed not but in. caſes of great weight, and. that it be decreed, not: 
by' any Depury or Subſtitute of rhe Biſhop, but by rhe Biſhop in- 
Perſon; and. not by him, atone, .but by the. Biſhop afſilted.. ' ... 
UNS Fr021 GEESE 1,4 0 ELLEN 


the Keys contemptible 2 I know very, well the 


| (22) 

© The other tdiifideration is, [that in Few thereof, there 'be pl- 
ven to the Eccleſiaſtical Courts, ſome ordinary Ptotefs; - with® 
ſuth-force and coertion, as appertaineth ; that ſo the dignity of 
ſo high a ſentence being retained, and the neceſſity of mean Pro- 
ceſs ſupplied, the Church may be indeed reſtored to the ancient 
vigour and ſplendour. To this purpoſe, joined with ſome other 
holy and good purpoſes, was there a Bill drawn in Parliament in 
the three and twentieth year of the reign of the Queen deceaſed, 
which wasthe Graveft. Parhament that 1'baye known, and the 
Bill recommended by the Graveſt Counſellor of 'Eſtate in Parlia- 
ment, though afterwards it was ſtayed by the Queens ſpecial 
Commandment, the nature of thoſe times conſidered. 


—_— _— 
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22 Fawching the Non refudents and Phwatiries. 


a 


FO R' Non-refidents, except it be juft of neceſfry abſence, it 

« feerheth tbbe an ubuſe drawn out of Coverouſneſs and Stoth ; 
for that mich ſhdnld five bf the'Flock that they do frot feed, of 
t'the Aſtat'at which they do net ſerve, is a thing thet can hayd- 
Ih receive Jalt 'deferce. And to exerciſe the of -« Paſtor; 
in matter of Word atid Dodrine by Deputy, is a thing fot wat- 
ranted; as hath been'touched before. e queſtron npon this 
poirit doth chiefly arrle wpon''the eaſes" 'of 'exveption, arid exou- 
Fation, - which ſhall * be thought [reaſonable and fetheient, and 
which nbt ; for the cale of ' Chaplairs, {et ine Fpeak that' with 
Your Majelfies pardon, 'and* with due reverence towards other 
Pebrs and' Grave Perſons, which are by 'Statutes Priviledged;” 1 
thould think thar rhe *Wtendance . which Chaplains give 16 Vout 
Majcſties Court, and in the Houſes and Families of their Lords, 
vi were 
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Next, for rhie <aſe *bf 7 
will. now'eaſt | Seeing: 
teniGto | i 
moſt:pvi 


thoſe which is ſubſervientand ſubminiſtrant, ſeemerh to be againſt 
proportion of Reafon. Neither do I fee but that they proceed 
rght-well in all knowledge, which do couple ſtudy with their- 
practice, and do not firſt ſtudy altogether, and then praQice ab 
togotlegs and therefore they may very well ſtudy at their Bene- 


—_ 
nd 


4 , fortheafeof ry fervice 
. as _ — Paſtor be ſent to a general Council, or here to a Con- 
T, vocation, and likewiſe for the caſe of neceſlity, as ia the parti- | 
WW cular of infirmity of body, and the like, no man will contradif, 
15 Wl but there may be ſome ſubſtitution for ſuch a time. But the ge-- 4 
wy neral caſe of neceſſity, is the caſe of Plaralities, the want: of 
et Potters; akd inſufficiency of Livings conſidered. Poſito, that a: 
man doth faithfully and inceſſantly.divide his Labours between: 

| two.Cures, which kind; of neceſſity I come now: to ſpeak. of, in- 

| 
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is conſefſet for the principal places z namely, the Biſhops Livings 
uy in. foie particulars not ſufficient, and. therefore inforced to 

be -fupplicd by toleracion; of Comprar, things io Ea bi 

anfir, and-exer held of no-gaad, 

a And as for the Benchots and. Patio ors places, je marie ht 

g' many! of 'thems were very: weak and; pegurious z: 60 the of 

1 fade,-that there was: a-time- when the'Chy 

v1 dened-warkrdyperfluity than: with lack 4 [That is ! likewiſe a7 

{7 omg bao it: was heng:findey ſo 45: 3he-fayltwas, in ofbers, 
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to be wiſhed that Impropriations Were returned to the Chureh - 


and natural endowment thereof ; like- © 
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mewhat at the leſs rate, in regard of the fad pretence or clains 
mn God-- But of this point. 
tenance, I do not think fig to enter igto 2 further particularity, 


bat reſerve the Tamie © @ Fre? time.” 
Thus have I in all humbleneſfs and fincerity of heart, to the 
Men of mine xt aepe + e— iven wy cribute of my ' 
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your States; infomuch, as Iam ver lves 


ſhould not __ ſo much the nur. of the” —_—_ Laws, if the 
Worg tte 6, by xcngthening the au- 
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red me to ls them, would not ſuffer me 
I end with my devout and fervent prayer to \God, a rk as any 
hath made owe Majeſty the corner ſtone in joining your two 
Kingdoms, ſo you may be alſo as a corner ſtone to unite and 
_ ether theſe differences in the Church of GO D, to whoſe 


BR, and never erring Direftion, -t- commend-your 
het cred perſon and ali your doings. 
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